
 June 28, 2008 
 
fm: Win Bryson 
 
to: Randy Gaulke 
 
re: WWI images, then & now; and  

 Pfc. Vincent Dorris, Co.L-30th IR, 3d ID, KIA 10/08/1918 by artillery fire, Bois de Beuge, Meuse-Argonne; 

 
Hi Randy: 
 
The enclosed CD has image files of those below plus others - pick and choose/size as you wish.  I took mostly video (and few 
stills) of our battlefield tour that sunny afternoon Oct.7,2007  [Montfaucon > Bois de Beuges >Cierges >Madeleine Farm > 

Verdun], so I've included several exported video frame images of places I did not take stills.  I've also included the text of the 3d 

ID history - the part describing Pfc. V. Dorris's 30th IR joining the battle. 

 
Pfc. Vincent Dorris: Our Family research about Vincent includes his military 'history', but we haven't found a photo of him yet, 
military or otherwise.  Books and official military records give a fairly good picture of his military life, and we have 1-letter from 
him at Camp Greene, N.C., just before shipping-out.   
 

Transit by Sea:  We know the 3d ID (and 30th IR) transited from Camp Greene, N.C. (embarking Hoboken, N.J.) to Liverpool, 

U.K. aboard the RMS Aquitania, the most luxurious liner at the time, turned troop ship [April, 1918].  I learned about the 'arrived 
safely' postcards from both Signal Corps photo SC29605 - they were collected upon arrival; and our family's actual card. 

   
 
Montfaucon:  We visited in the afternoon Oct.7, 2007, and the tower was closed (it is apparently locally operated although the 
ABMC owns the monument).  I found the old postcards after our trip (to use as scene-setting shots in my video - they're great 
and in most cases do not have the present-day trees that block parts of the views). 

  
 
Bois de Beuges:  Although these 3 exported video frames overlap, they form the panorama, looking north at the south slope of, 
and its Bois de Beuge crest - the battlefield where Pfc.Vincent Dorris, 30thIR  was KIA. The 'camera' is just north of Montfaucon, 
where the road to Cierges (left) meets the Montfaucon -Nantillois road. Nantillois is in the distant valley on the right. 



   

 38th Inf.Reg. to the left     30th Inf.Reg. center        80th Inf.Div. to the right - Nantillois beyond 

 
Cierges:   These 3-photos are almost in 'sequence: forming a panorama.  The old Michelin road sign at the intersection faces 
traffic from Montfaucon.  And the pictured road to the sign's right first passes the row of houses on its left and then passes by 
the church on its right -  then on eastward to Nantillois.  

   
 
Intersection,: Where the road from Cierges meets the Nantillois-Cunel road,  this is the (video frame image) view looking south 
at the center of the north face of Bois de Beuge, with Montfaucon's tower  beyond.  [Wish we could have climbed the tower.].  

 
 
Madeleine Farm:  Turning north toward Cunel, Madeleine Farm is close. Here's the sign to the small German cemetery nearby - 
it faces northbound traffic and is 'just out of the picture to the left' of this farm buildings' photo.  The fence-line in the foreground 
is along the north side of the lane to the German cemetery. 

   
 



Verdun Railroad Station: Designed by Eiffel, as in Eiffel tower,  it survived WWI.  

  
 
Château des Monthairons: This old chateau, just south of Verdun near the Meuse River and Ancemont, Fr. 
www.chateaudesmonthairons.fr  is now a hotel. I contacted them about the WWI photo [Signal Corps SC13386] - it looked like 
the stone balustrade railing and decorative urns atop the stair steps in the background. Their Web-site photo seemed to confirm 
this, although it's a really tiny image. They also replied the were having several special WWI events this year.  

  
 
 
Between the maps, photos and 'comment' I hope there are at least a few things interesting to you.  Anyway, have fun. 
 
Win Bryson 
 


